
HUNDREDS TURN
OUT TO FUNERAL

Mrs, Lizzie Skipwtth .111< Walter
Johnson Dtiricd Sidc by Sidc in

Gracc Cfitirch Gravcyard,

BODIES FOUND TOGETHER

Fire in Powliatan May Have Bceii
tncendiary, Imt Thcory ls Not

(Iciierally Accepted.
In the preai nce of nearly every faml¬

ly from mlles around tho countryslde.
a congr.gntlon ao large thal tho ser¬

vices had t, bo held otil In the npetl.
Sklpwjlth nnd Watter N.
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lerdai afternoon aide

if

nr«

Church, ln Powhatan
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Era'nk Strlngfellow.
.oner's Jurs, aummoned
he caui.f ihc flr.
the old country man-
hours In its inqtteat

g, ftxnmlnlng ton wlt-
i! of the fire haa not
hotlgh ho oplndon ia

e started from a Inmp
Mrs. Sklpwlth, on the

j-et been no
that It in-i.--

in the rooi
aecond floor.

Jenklns I mlrr Susplclon.
Ono of the prlncipal wltnesses ox-

amlned was n negro named Jenkl'na,
Who llves on the plnce, nnd who is be¬

lieved to hc n negro flred upon aud
wounded by Mr. Johnson when somo
bne attempted to rob the henhouae
twelve montha ago. Jenklns was lald
up aft-u- the affalr, bul ho attrlbuted
hls illness tn rheuniatlsm. Mr. John¬
aon was never, however. aure of the
man's Identlty, and the matter waa not
pressed. Jenklns gave a pretty go,.i
iroiint ot hls ivhereabouts on tho nighl
of the fire. nnd hls attempted proof al
an allhi WI11 probably atand, The n

was not, however, qulte satlsfled, nnd
lt was decided to continue tlie lmjuest.
After tho Insurance companles have
heen over tho premlses, the ruins will
bo thorouglTly searched Iti an offort
to dlscovcr whethe,. there is any trace
of crlme,

Both bodlcs wero found In tho parlot
on the flt ii noor. The tragedy of lt
Is thal tl were only flve paccn from
the door and safoty. Elther Mr. John¬
aon musi have attempted to ruscue
Mrs Sklpwlth and brought her elovn-
Btalrs or .¦ id been aroused by tne

flames and had come down. and botn
trl0_ , pe togi ther. Tho b.nes
were s., charred nnd hlackened thnt the
bodles would havo been IndlstlnguUh-
able cxi, pt bj a phyalclon.

liri- Miirle-il \ciir Top.
Tln- lnqui -. '¦ i" ffun al 10:30

O'clo, monwcall Attorney
Bonifant holpcd the coroner ln tho
oonduci oi the oxamtnatlon, and Cap¬
taln Ceorgo N. Sklpwlth, ncpltew of
Mra. Sklpwlth, upon Invltatlon of the
attorney, uis. asslsted. Pollceman C.
M. Johnson, brother ol tho dead man,

v, as al .., pr< .,,'iit.
,;, bla ;o waa tlral aeen at l.;30

ln the morning by ono of tho negroes
,,,, ii piaci ile saw it from hi.

cabln onl fiflj yardj away, and. not

waltlng tu put on hls clothea, run out
into the.- cold night alr. Ono of the
wall. crumblcd ln as he rushed >uit,
and ,.,¦ savi tliat reacuo was hopelesa.
He thought tlu fire seemed to be rag-
lng more froin tho top of ihe house.
and that orlglnated tho theory that
lt started ln Mrs. Bklpwlth's ,roum.
There were no slgns of life, and he
b.ui-u nu crles. Othor nelghbors came

later. but only !:i time to aeo the old
house Blowly crumblc In.

Mr. Johnaon, lt was stated, had not
been scen alnce he left a dunce a

short dlstance away, wberO he
had escortcd l,ib wife. He hud
t-aid that he would return later, and
told a neighbor he was guing to put
on a clean collar.
Beside the buggy, whlch ho had left

tn tho yard were found a lap robe,
«. brusli and "j^amail mlrror. Thoy
v.ere not ln-"'tho"*buggy, Mrs. Johnson
Ftateel, when .,¦ left her. Why they
tdiould luive been placed uutsid. ls a

mystery.
Old :>',,« Uccllncd .<> Swenr.

There was a touch of liumor m lhe
examinatlon of ou, old darky, who

rejolces in th. n_m. -f Washlngton
Leo and whose half luis been whil-
cned by n< nlnct; wlntcrs. Ue n

.used absolujcly to take tl c oath be¬
fore the coron*] Swear t,> tell
tbe truth, tho whole th, and noth¬

lng bul tho ti uth, sald tl.roner,
liolding up the BIbh for hlm to klss.
The old negro backed away. "Naw,
B«h." he exelalmed, "1 cyarn't swear."
And ho wbuldn't until the necosslty
nf it had been patlently cxplained to
him.

"Uid you llke Mrs. Sklpwith?" was

put to him.
"Naw, Bllh," lie said simply. "I loved

and he left tlie stand woeplng.
Ni thing '.. galned from tlie

nthei w Itm s tl al would throw any
llght on tho fire, and tho jury was ad-
.ourned for lhe funeral.
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ed on n warranl charglng them wltl
hreaklng a wlndov, of an Indlgi u
"West Knd clt ls, n wi n
ing Valentli nl -'-

Wratmorclnud < in|» Ueellnjc,
The thirty-aecond annual meetlni

of the Weatmoreland Club tvi11 be hei,
to-night at 8:80 o'clock, wlth tho uaua
puj.ii t-r.

Nearly all of tho brilliant counsel
for both States arrlved in tiio clty
last nlght f..r the hearing of tlie Vlr-
ginla-West Virginia .lei.i case, whlch
win come up before Speclal Master
Charlea B. Littlefleld thla mornlng at
i» o'clock in tim court room nf the
Stnte Corporation Commlaaton. Tho
prellmlnary henrlnsr was liold last
.lune. and the ense set for Novembor
.'. It was theh poatponed to Novem¬
bcr lt!. At thnt tlmo lt wns again
delaycd nnd docketed for to-dny. As-
fllsting Major Wllllam A. Anderaon. At-
torney-Qeneral of Virginia, aro Major
11..lines Conrad, of Wincheater; Ran-
dolph Harrlson, of Lynchburg, nnd
John B. Moon. of'Charlotteavllle. West
Vlrglnla'a legal repreaentativea are

Attorney-General XV. G. Conloy. of
Charleaton; John G. Carliale, of New
Vork; .lohn C. Spoonor, of New Vork;
Judge C. E. IIoitr. ..f Morgantown,
W, Vn., and Ilollohan, McClintlc ,v

Matlhcws, of Charleston, W. Va.
Mr. Littlefleld arrlved In the clty

last nlght.
Mny Ask Another IJelny.

II is understood thnt. in splto of the
time already conaumed ln the case,
munael for Weal Virsinia will nsk for
another poatponemont, einlming tim*
they havo been unnble to complete
certaln accountB, and that it will take
nearly two months to get them into

ILL
TIFT 15 SEITED

Treat-Enright Dispute May Not
Be Finally Settled Until After

March 4.
lt is practically an aasurcd fact, or

at leaat many of the local Federal
oflicials regard it as btjich, that no news

of thc action of offtciala iu Washlng¬
ton rclatlve to tlie confirmatlon of

Marshal Morgan Treat'a appolntment
of Captain Asa Rogera as chlef dep-
ui>, 10 aucceed Major M. J. Enrlght,
will be forthcomlng before March -i.

lt is intimated that thc delay alnce
Deccmber has been pccasloncd by "red

lape" procecdlngs, and that those ad-

vocatlng Major Enright'a cause have
succeeded in postponlng tho final vor-

dict until thore is a change in tho

admlniatratlon,
Informatlon contnined ln a dlspatch

recelved recently from Washlngton
was ta- the effect that thc claims of

Major Enrlght and Marshd Troat had
been pltjced ln the hands of Attorney-
General r.onnparte more than a month
ago, hul owing to moro urgont busl¬
ness lio had not had tlmo lo RttSo upon
Ih,- meiils ol' the Iii. Innon.r ,il*e.

Nolther "Mr. Troat, Major Enrlght
nor any of thelr friends will .lis.Miss
Ihe Btatus «.r tho caso for piiblicatlon,
and in Washlngton Bpeclfic informa-
tion is just as hard to prpcurc.

\re Wnltlng for Tnft.
That ihe netion has been poatponed

uiitll Judge Taft is Innuguratod ls
taken by nomo tb bo fa'vorablc to tho
Olalllia of Major Enrlght and tlie
Llly-Whlto factlon of th.- Republlcan
part; '"' whlch ho ls regarded a

leader, Soon after tho ann,ouncoment
was made that Captain Rogera had
been sippolnted certaln of Major En-
rlght's In'fluentlal frlenda went to
Washlngton and aaw Presldonl Roose-
v-r-lt. nnd the frlenda of Marshal Treai

have been equally as vigornua In plac-
int: hla case before the department.
Two "f Marshal Trenfs frlends wenl

to Washlngton Frlday, nnd while the..

rcfuaed to state their rnlsalori before
ing and although they dqcllned tf
1,. ,i,.> object of their trlp witl

0 Waahlngton tjorrospondeni nf Tht
Tlmea-Olapatch, rieverihcleaa 11 lf aaf<
... conjecture that thelr efforta wero h
behalf of the nppointmenl of Captali
Rogera. and thnt the purpose wiih ti

.,,,. the declslon renderod before thpn
1. ,1 hnnge lu ihe admlnlstratlon,

Mi. Treat has always expressrd 1,1m
seii ns confideni that hls appolntman
« in be conflrmed, although he hai
i.,.ii unable t.. explaln tho prbtractei
delay. Another offjoial aaya lha atrong
Bt elalm Mr Treai haa la ihe auppflr

..f tbe Federal ludges, aii o'r whom ai
sald to be with hlm. T'ntil there
some stop < ken ln Washlngton th
fflee of rh' deputy will remaln va

ant,

nlghl
ip

1 rtepa
l the

/ Fire ln HiirbiT slinp.
f h dl ig gaa stova eai ly las
l '. small fire iu a baebii
l !" ne and Maln Streets. Tl)
J ¦.-¦.' reapond.Qd promptly, an.

'\.( amounted only to $5 o

\

SPECIALMASTERINDEBTCASE

CHARLES B. l,I'l"ll,l',l'li:i,n.

MA Y ASK FUR THER DELA Y
IN STATE DEBT HEARING

proper ahape for the hearlng. Ever
alnce the case has been In tlie hands
of Sp.-ciai Master Littlefleld, Weat Vir¬
ginia haa hnd from five to elghl law-
\ers nn.i accountanta worklng up tho
accouhla and recorda of the Treaaur-
er's and tlie Atldltor'a of1i.es. When
thla data is completed it will fully
cover the transactions between tho
two States for n perlod of moro than
Clghty years.

Counsel for Virginia iinnounc" that
they nre ready wlth thelr case, nnd
will urgo thla mornlng that (he hear¬
lng proceed wlthout further delay. Al¬
ready a portlon of the Virginia case
has been siibinltted, and thn lawvers
aro anxloua to get through wlth It.
Tlie probabilltlea nre. however, that
the West Virginia lawvers will show
that they have heen unable to COlloct
the necesaary data. and thal the caae
wlu be pbstponed again for al least
two months. It lias already been nr-

guod three timea before the Supreme
Court of the Unlted States on one
polnt or another.
This being a controveray between

two States, the Supreme Court hns
original jurlsdlctlon, and after Speclal
Master Littlefleld fllea hla reporl the
declslon of the eourt will bo final;
there can he no appenl. There are
seven dlfferent accounts which will
have to be consldered.

liSCUSS WEATHER"
BlfREftU THISHI

Grounds and Buildings Commit-
tee Will Make Another Attempt

to Locate Observatory.
Another efforl will hc made by tho

Grounds nnd Buildings Commlttee t"
settle tho Weather Bureau loeatlon to-
night. tho nuostion havlng heen re-
committed for a new bearing. Tho
commlttoe stood slx to five before, and
is rogardad aa being hopelessly dlvided,
aa are the property-ownara In tha
n'eighborliood of Chlmborazo Park,
30me argulng for one sito and some for
another. Poasibly tho largest solld
factlon, both in tlie commlttee nnd
among the proporty-ownera, ls amongthose who oppose placlng any publlc
building ln the park. In opposition to
this view |t is argued thal Ihe pro-
poaed observatory will take llttle moro
space than the present iiuslghlly keep-
er's house. nnd if a room or tvo in thc
basement ls ailowed the parkrkeeper
tho preaqnl building could be removed,
Property-ownors for and agalnst the

proposltlon. aml conimorclal organizn-
tions intorestod, will be glven an op-
portunity to bo heard to-night.

Hear llurKVvyn To-Dny.
The board of englneers to whom was

referred the varlous contests of award
of tho epntract f..r tho settling basin
fiiini" wm hear Colonol C. p. E. Bur-
gwyn, whoae plans were mtalald bofore
and not consldered ihe ongineera; thla
niorning, The Commltteo on Wntor
will be called together ns soon ns thc
englneers are ready to report.
Other meotings scheduled for to-

night are the regular sosaions of the
Committees on i.igiit and Rolief of the
Poor. The f.ight Commlttee will re-
.. ive a report. from Superintendent
Knowlea on Ihe reeoril collapso of the
wall of a new huilding at the gH>1
works, and conslder what action, if
any, is neccssary ln the premtsea.

Mcetlngs for to-morrow night |n-
Oludo Streets, Slrct Cleaillng nnd l;'i-
nance.

IIoxpKuls AmIv it.llef.
lu th" Flnance Commlttee a pubili

hearlng will bc glven I" a iiumpoi
i of well-known citi.-eiis in behalf olJ the varlous hpapitnla of ihe (-ity. lt u

eoiit.-iideil thal the lioapitals an- . ucll
.leondueliug a large chnrlty work

which has now grown io i.e bojoni
,j their niHlllis, and as Ihe so-eal1-'.

i|"City Hospltal" is so tar bul llttle more
than a ward or wlng of the almshouse
ii la .'i rui .1 thal pehding the eroctbu
of an a.hi|iiaie clty hospitni tlio muoi-

n cipullty must old tlie other liospltal!l! in car Ing for publio cases, The M->
-imoiiai Virginia, RetreaJ auj Sholter
t Ing -\i ¦<.: lluKpltala last yeu' ga'vi
.- OVo* 1",".!a,' s of free r.-.i t m.-ni a"
^{¦tn eattmated cost of J3f),0f.n, Tiu
eJFitinncii 'ommltteo haa agroed t> heni
.I represohlatlvea of iiu- boatd of vlui

tors of the dlfferent inst It utloiis nini

dolng a prlvate charlty worh to a»i
Him loiutinn oi ii,,- problem can bi
reached. M is nol th.- ln tan tlon "

Ihe lo-M-itals lo atmudou elinrlly work
l.ui iiien-i.. to Hniii it hereafMr I.
wliat thelr Income wnl allow, nnd th-
Cl.ly miisl inaU,. soni rovlsloi. lo

i ll)C caro ol otlu'i' wsck as thoy uilso

;ht while
rqbbii.g stdre

But Yotitliftil Bitrglafs Escapetl
by VVindibw, One SHiVning

Down Two-Story I'ipr.

FOUR BOYS ARE ARRESTED

Cut W'indow Panc to Enter, Then
Cut Open Cash Drawer, With¬

out Finding I\Ioncy.

Skllfully cuttlng a small sqltar. frorr

a punu,of glass ln a wlndfow on the
slde. two boys, believed to bo Tom

Brbwn nnd John (lolden, yesterday af¬
ternoon at 4:30 o'clock broke Into tho
store of .lasper L. Howe, 28 North
Seventh Street, ana rlfled drnwers ln

ery dlrectlon. They got notlilng ox-

__pt a paek of ctgarettes, for WUhur
Quarles, an employe of Mr. Rowe's,
acared them off when ho went In to
t-ee if Ihe gas wns on and everything
was all rlght.
As he turned the key ln tho out¬

slde door Mr. Quarles heard a scuf-
fling sound lnslde, anel thought that
Mr, Rowe had gone In. As ho eipenpd
the door, howpver, he saw two boys
run npBtalrs. Tho smaller of the two
Jiunpcd nut of the wlnelow througli
whlch entraneo had been effectod, and
the other cllmbod from a higher wln-
dow. sklnnlng down two storlos on a

plpe.
Th,- robbery wns reported to the po-

Ilet-, nnel nliout two hours later nn olll-
>-er of lhe Flrst Dlstrli't nrresteel two
boys- -Willlo Brown nnd Frank Mc-
Carty.on .ttsplclon, as they were

walklng down Rrnnd Street.
I.eil lo Other Arrcstw.

Hoth were taken Into the store,
where, they conid not he abeolutely
Identlfled by Mr, Quarles and where
both elenled thelr gullt. Tlie. Brown
boy, tho older eif the two, acemed not
tn car,-, for earlier cxperionces wlth
the- pollce havo hardened him Into a
line degree of nonchalence The Mcf'arty
boy wns greatly worrled, and he- could
hardly keep back the tears. The nr-
rest nf these two, led. however. It Is
believed to the npprehenslon later of
the real crlrninals. Tom Brown, brother
of the other Brown boy. and John
Oolden, hoth of whom havo also heen
In the. hands of the poliee before, were
arrested ln thelr reapecttve homes hv
tlie snine nffleer. Goldon hnd a

hacksaw in hls possesslon. and Brown
had n. glnssoulter These, too, took
their nrrest wlth extrenie Indlfferehce.
fiosp acruttny of the Btore.a whoie-

salo clgnr anel tobacco shop ahowed
that lhe t.urglars hnd worked wlth
great care. The wlndow
they entered la located
slde of the store. aho
from the ground. and i
only from the Slxth Stl
allcy. The hole ,-nl

rongh whlch
i tlie north-
twelve feet
iptfToachable
t end <>f thO

ioIc cu( lo th«. wlndow
was |ust nt tbe Clasp and was only
ahout two Inches sepinre. The upper
Raah was lowcrcd, givlng the boya just
onough room to cllml, through;

l-'oilnil Cnwhelrnwer.
Tliey wenl to the ,-asbdrawor. bllt

found it empty. for Mr. I'owc had <U*-
posited all his money in a bank Sat-
urday afternoon. They als,, opened Ihe
desk diav. er, usiug a knlfc tn cut Olll
the lock. That waa also empty. Then
they went Into the storeroom. ai3d lt
was while they were )n there that they
were .surprlsed,

Mr. Quarles chnsed them a Idock or

so, bul lost them on Slxth Street. One
of the boys la believed to be tbe same
who came Into thi' stnre .Saturday af¬
ternoon and asked f,,r work. Ife look¬
ed ahout him carefully while In the
store, gazlng partlcularly at the win-

tinie Mr. Rowo was
'ney, prcparatorj' to

thatdow.
couhting hl
taking ii t,
The four were locked up in tho First

Poliee Station. The first two nrrested
will probably he used as wltnesses
against the others.

TOOK BANNER DOWN
I'ollec Arr.st Him on T'lmrgc of Slcnl-

lug ( llillli-s nml Thlngs.Sunny Banner.not trl-odlored, but
plain black -was arrested yesterdaybecause Mansfield Reed said that Sun¬
ny had Bwiped all of hls Sundav up-parel und most of hla week-day rags,II,- is alleged to have taken a'sult ofclothes, a pair of shoos, a top piece and
a Bhlrt.
Then Mananeld hlmself fell into

troublo, for along came AVilliam Ban¬
ner, nkln to tho other nanner. and
sald that ManBlield hael stolen $1 from
hllll. He state,] that he allnwed Mans-
lield tei aleep In his house, and tliat,
llke the proverblal snake nurscd back
tu life In a inan's bosom, returned ln-
gratltude for the courtesy. Reeel arj.sebetlmes ln the, morning heforo nilne
liost. and. Hanuor declares, ran out of
tho house- wlth his four greenbacks.

TS
BEST III YEARS

Hotel Man Says Travcllers Must
Stop Here Either Going

or Coming.
"Oomg South," seema to be tho

(rtegaii of wcalthy Northnrners, and
jtidging Croin advance booklnga at tho
Jofferson Hotel tho tourlsts, almost
Without exception, mako Richmond
the "stop-over" point. Thero were
seven Oanadlans, four New Yorkers,
two men from l'hlladelpiiia, and a
Washlngton woman who last night
asked the clerk for Infonnatlon con-
uornlng thu "best hotel ln Jaeksou-
villc." '

Manager Fry doclaros tliat tliere has
never been a time when (tuvance
bookLngs were inot'e nunierous, and
almosl Invarlably those who do not
tipme here io attend a convention, ask
liiformatlon ahout aome more South-
eiu resoris. "The beauty of the traf-
fie is lliat we- get tlicm golng nnd
comlng," said .Mr. |-'ry. "and our clty
is so peeullarly sltunted that they can

hardly rtodge lt, There are few thnt
jWapt t,., and many who look in <>n

VIrglnla's capltal onco, deqltle to come
agaln.';
Other heitcls likewiso report a gen-

erous patronage, espeqlally from per¬
sons ieeklng pleaaure. Uoca" rall¬
road men are lubtlaril wlth tho man¬
ner in whlch pasaenger traffic is hnlel-
lllg up, and thero ls se-arcely a trulr
thal enter'a Richmond which hat
vae-aia seata, Wlialever the! sudder
lufiux may mean, lt i* taken ns ar
evtdenou uf. gou/tf times und g.uci-a
p.ryspeflUi

GET AMUSEME1NTS AT
EXPENSE OFMORALS

Dr. Kamsay Dcclarcs in Scrinon
That Theatres Are an Evcrlast-

ing Sourcc of Evil,

RUN MERELY TO MAKE MONEY

Quotca Great Players and Play-
wrights Who Dcplorcd Sinistcr

Influciicc.

Dlscusslng tho thontro lu a scr-
mon at the Orace Street llnptlst
Church laBt nlglit, Rev. D. M. Rnmsny,
V. D. scored tlio atnge and Its fol-
lowera from the earlleft recurd nf hls-
tory to tho present tlme. Though
older than clvlllzatlon Itaelf, ho aaiil,
It lias always heen consldered a oourco
of evil. 11a quoted from Plutarch con¬

cernlng the character of the stage In
tho days when tho Groclan claaslcs
were being played, and reminded his
congregatlon thal they were far bel
ter ln every respect than any of the
modern productiona,

Aslde. from occaaionnl "beneflts" for
worthy cnuaes nnd certaln Influences
for good that somo" playa carry wlth
them lncldentally, h« aaw no good in
them. Wlth the argument narrowed
down t» tlie maln conslderation, he
sald that tlie great excuse fciy tho ex-

latence of theatres, actors and of other
follOwera of the stage ls that tho pay
ls good. The patrons, in hts oplnlon,
get thelr aniuaement at tho expense
of thelr morals. Moreover, says l»r.
Ramsay, tliere aeems llttle chance
elther to olevatn the stage or to do
away with its evlls. For those who
would escapo Its influences there 13
nothing to do but to keep away. )>r.
Kamsay Balu in part:

.I'li'.k In DiiTI.-olt.
"Prove all thlnga; hol.l fast that

whlch ia good.". I Theaa., v. 2.
Thls letter to tho Theaaaloniana ia

tho oldest book of the .New Testament,
and vAis written probably somethlng
liko twenty yeara after the cruclOx-
lou of our Lord; therefore some tlmo
before the goapela were commltted to
writing. Henco from the outset Chrla-
tianlty impoaed tho obligntlon of dls-
crlmlnating thought aud indepcndence
of action. Let ua exerclao the prln-
clple iaid down by Paul ln atudying
the theatre to-nlght. The task Is a

acrioua one. All persons ao nol agreo
upon thls subject. If age must cotn-
mand respect we must approacll the
diacuaalon of thla Instltutlon with rev-
erence. Sho ls more anclent than any
exlsting clvillaatton. Hhe has wlt-
heased the blrth of natlona and been
preaenl al their funorals. None more

Iraveh'd than she. From count-v to
country she has Journeyed, laughing
at the folllea of natlbna nb'w dead,
maklng sport of klng" and ljUeena ln
their pictured tomba, or aheddlng teara
over their talea of woe. fn an honeat
eff.,rt t.. obej the Injunction of our

[text, we shall ask threi 01 four quee-
tions.

\\ lu.t u ihe Theatret
Let the first questlon l" What la

the theatre'.' lt Is hot a achool where
j the mlnda of Ihe young a 0 traim d.
ijt may Impart some informatlon. but
ii cannot be said to traln thc mlnd.

Nor
ciety
jglve n "benefit" to a worthy object:
hut it raises no endowmenta nml lnillds

lno charitable Inst Itutions. There can
ibe no doubt that Its financlal purpose
ls tn replenlah the pockets of tlie man-

jagement. Most assuredly it |s neitliei
ia church nor a aubatltute for one.
Then what ls It? it i.s n playhouae,
whlch origlnatcd far back 111 th.- een-
turies, gimply to aniuse, and it haa evei
held close t. fta original nim. lt may
do other thlngs lncldentally'; lt mlght
bleas, it may curse; it mlght polnt a
soul to heavon, It mlght send It to
hell; but If lt dicl any or all of these
thlngs. they would he aslde from Rs
mission. whlch is to make money by
amuslng the people wlth comody or
entertainlng them with blood-curdllng
tragedy. But, you say, is it wrong to
laugh.to be entertalned, or to havo
a place set apart for amusomontH?
Does not the good book aay "there 1-.
a time to laugh?" Do not tho aclen-
Usts tell us that mari is distlncti vely
the latighlng animai, and that tlio
sense of the ludlcrous is the latest
development of the progrossing animai
to matjhood? Also il may be sald
that It Is not wrong to be thrllled by
a dramatic rcpresentatlons of the trag-
1c and fatal iasues incidental to our
earth ly pllgrimage.
To answer these queations we must

ask another questlon.
Durk and Slinincful Illatory.

What Is the theatre'a record? It
lias ever been popular. Doiibtless
there havo been somo good men and
uuinen 011 thc stage. It has ever en¬

joyed strong support. It raises more

money than any slmilar Institution, It
numbera many respectablo persons
among Its votarles and defendora, ln
overy nge. talent has presented its
plays nnd written its llterature. With-
al the theatre has a dark and shuine-
ful hlstory. Pngnn nations even i'O-
garded thls playhouse ns the oorrupter
of their youth. Nor was it moro lin-
moral then than in modern times, es¬

peclally when tho evils of suggestion
are consldered. Pliiinrcb says thnt tha
evil conaequences of tho playa In
Athens were felt ln gottlng Iho peo-
ple's money. ns well as ln deinorall;'.-
Ing the cltlzens. The same writer lells
us that Inapectors were appolnted in
Athens for the regulatlon of the thea¬
tre; but, thls plan falllng to brlng re-
lief a law was passed that common
actors should be reputed Infamous, At
last the Ihoatrn was totally suppressed.
Ueinember that to-day wo have no

plays of higher grndn than the great
productiona of the Qreek -wrlters.

Tertulllnn says thnt In Itorne *nc
plays beoame such a Souroe of ror-

ruptton to the people thnt n lnw was
passed that no aotor should he nd-
mitted lo the court, the bar or the
senate, and that he should not. enjoy
mllltary or other honor. Again,
Plutarch says that the l,acndncmnnlanF
were rotnprkii Mo for the wlsdoni <>(
their lawn, tlio sobrlety of thelr maii-

nei*. thelr "hinvp inen nml for not nd-
mittiiig nny stage plays Into thelt
city. when ITerod tho Qreal intro¬
duced playa into .Terusalem, .losophu?
says thnt the Jews hewalled II as a na¬

tional calamlty.
The early church fatherB called tlu

theatre thn Devll's Church. In Krig-
land repeated efforts havo been mad<
lo Buppress It. efipeolaliv Ih iniznlinlli't
relgn. Early In the hls'tory of our qwi
country, 177R, Congress logislntei
agalnst Ihe theatre. All ilenoinlnntlon.'
of fhrlstinns nre 011 record in condem-
jqjUIuu at luls LmULuLlon.

Now, ln tho llght of all thla hlstory.
eloes It not sonin best for ua and our

children lei find our ttmusomont. else-
where? It. beglna to look now aalfsome
nf our modern Chrlatlan cltlna mlght at-
tnln to Ihe oxccllenoo of n.nclent pagan
cliles lf our moral ovolutlon eontlnuos
long enough. Now wo are ready for
tho thlrd questlon.

Wlmt Shnll We Do Wlth Ut
Whnt shall wo do wlth tho theatrn?

Bball wo einbrsce thn theatro nn It ls?
Senne nfflnn that the better claBS ot
thcatrpR nro not ln anywlso Immoral.
Ono wrltnr says that the playn of late
In Now York Clty nro not objectlon-
ablo on ethleal grotinds. On tho other
hand, Dr. J. M. Buckley, a promlnent
edltor nnel author, oxarnlnod aeventy of
thn best plnys that had been put on the
boards ln that clty for threo years. Uo
puhllslied the restilt of hls examlnatlon
ln the North Amerlcan Revlew. He
found three or four nf the number un-
objeotlobable, but these were of low
llternry nierlt, and drew small nu-
dlences. Moro than flfty wero to ho
enndetnned for thelr profanlty, o*isron-
Ity and vlclous sentlmenta. Ho found
some of them to present wlth com-
mendatlon thn slns of Infldellty, adul-
tery, tnurd»r, romnrrlage and the sub-
serpient reappenrn.ncn of thn flrst wife
to dle In tho houso of her former hus¬
band. It Is Interestlng and Inatnietlvn
to know what leadlng ae.tors Bnd ae-
resses themselves any of th«» morals
of tlie theatre. Pomna. who wrote
"Cnmllle." sald to a friend. "Vou do
not take your daughter to see my
play. You are rlght. I.et me say once
for all, you must not take, your daugh¬
ter to the theatre. It ls not merely
lhe wnrk that 1s Immoral, It Is tho
plaee."
Edwln Pooth, ln a letter to the

f'hrlstlan Unlon (newspaper), said. "I
never perinlt my wife or daughter to
wltness a play without prevloualy ns-
certalnlng lts character." Mnrrendy
sald, "None of my children shnll wlth
my consent enter a theatre or have
nny vlsltlng connectlon wlth aetors and
nefresses," Mrs. Slddont sald nf tho
stuge. "Tt ls a business nnworthy of a
woman." Vou know how -lenny I,ln<l
shI nne evening wlth Blhle- 1n hand
lo'iklng at the simset and sald, "I left the
slage because lt lnnde me negle-ct thls
Pnok nnd fnrget (be sunset." Tmi have
not forgotten the strong language ol
Mary Anderson on leavlng the «lage
and how no sum of money could terhpt
her back.

"mnll linpe of Itefnmtatlon,
A final questlon: Shall we try tn re-

fnrni the theatre" Many iiopos have
l,ee. cherlshed that thls end may he
enmpassed. 1 myaelf once Indulged
that heipe. hilt broader experience has
led to the convictlon thal the-
Augean stables rannol he ciennsed. 1
rememher that EdwJn Rooti, sunk a

the futile- effort fo estab-
riued ilieatre In New York
nember that Ooethc snd
lle,| lllfl

lb Ph
I clen
must.

th
ort Ir,
ln or-

ruip. ap-
taata fuily one- play
lele rtf Shakespenre'e.
->m hlstory- that It

was thought that the puttlng of wo-
mnh on the sla_;e would reform It, bul
it captured the woman insfend of th"
woman capturlng It.

ITscImmv llir Stnee.
i^t me brlefly glve thVee reasnn«

for eachewlng fiie theatre.
Flrat. Tt leads tlie young astisv. Tt

Is the young for the most part wh.
attend lhe theatre. Thls ls not the;
perlod or thelr llves to be subjectCl!
*., SUggeative and Rllurlng tomptations.
.iudge Bulstrode, of Mlddlese. county,
Bngland, lu Whlch county ls the clty"f London. Kitve it lo the Jure- as hla
opinion that one playbousa ln "a slngli-
year ruins more souis than flftyChiircho's sa\e. "Thls way to tiio plt.'the uslier wns shoutlng at the door ol
a theatre. A young man heard lt aml
th,- other mennlng of the word sent

trembllng to seek a hette-i
life.
Second

ed 1.- (1
nible.
Third.

Influencc

Thcatre-golng ls comiemn-
splrlt and prlneipies eif the

nemember ti,e Christian'*
Soul-savlng f'hristlans do

not go tr, the playhouso. "Behlnd thes«curtains lies Soelom," said a converteil
actor to Dr. Cuyler. We have but one
life lo live. let ns live that one rightWe shall dle but once ln thls worldLet that denth be right.

READY FOR THE BALL
I'lneGerman Soclettea Antlelpale n

Time 6n Wednesday ,MKlit.
C'omniUteemen byneman, HiiK andTtattige. who have in hand the ar-

rangements for the maaqueraTde ball
to be given ai Masonlc Templo on
Wednesday night. have completed all
prellniinary work. Tliey say that the
ball will prove one of the most en-
Joyable even given by the German
socletlea. lt ls stated tliat there will
he- many unli|uo and qualnt oostuun;.,
in evidence.

L
Assistance to Italian Earthquake

Sufferers Is Appreciated by
Roman Church.

The amount collecled some weuke
ago throughout the Cathblld churchop
of tllfa dlbcese for tlie relief of lhe
Vlcllms of ihe Italian earthquake, ami
cubled lo Italy from Washlngton b.v
tlie apostollc delegate, was $1,200. Rt
Rev, Blshop Van de Vyver has ro-
ceived letters of thiinks from HU
Eijilnen.ee Cardlnal Merry i)el Val
papal .secretary. of state, and from HIi
Excellency, Aronslgnor Faloonio, the
apostolle- detegato to rlio Unlted States
ln both of whlch letters the. people
of Vlrginia aro laudeel for thelr hu-
niane aml geiieroim charlty ln the parl
they havo played ln rellevlng the suf-
ferlngs of tho unfortunato vlctlms ol
overwlielmlng dJsaster.

Collections for the same worthy end
were taken up In all tho Catholle
churchea of iho world .shortty aftei
llie balamlty, lt will he recalled nlsc
that when news flrst came of the
earthquake to Roine Hls Hollness ai
once donated $.00,000 fnr the relief ol
the sufferers, A short tlmo ufterwards
he iiugiiicnted thln amount by a sec¬

ond Hke sum.
Tho strlktug inanner lu whlch tlu

nations uf tlie world, regardless oi
race or rellglun. have rendered prompl
nnd g-^nerous asslstnnee to tho vlcllm*
nf tlie earthquake ls but a fnrclbl*
evldence of tho exlstiug bond of sym
pathy whlch, ln tlmes of such tor
rlble dlsastnr, welds togother the mem

..b«r_ ul thu hunian race.

PUIIINVENTED
THE SUNDAY LAW

Seventh Day Atlvenlist Says
Protcstants Would Dcny Rc-

ligioiis Liberty toHis People.

DECLARES IT IS UNWORTHY

Rev. House Tclls Congrcgattoti
Tliat Church Has No Rlght l<i

Dictatc to State.

"Sunday I.aws Uneonatltutlonnl and
Unchrlstlan." Wlth thls ns hls them»,and part nf the twanty-flrst verso ,,t
tho twonty-second chapter nf Ht,
Matthow, *'Then snlth He unto them,
Render thereforn unto faesar tlie thlngs
whlch are Cs.esar's; nnd unto Ood tha
thlngs that aro Ood'*,'1 ns hls text, Rev,
B. L. House, pastor of tho congregaf lon
of Seventh Iiny A'lventl.ts, last night
proc.lalmed that tho Congress of the
Unlted States. |n maltlng Sunday laws,
Is sanctlonlng prlncipies whlch hael
thelr orlgin, wlth thn pagan ('onstan-
tlnn, Bniperor of the rtoman Empire,
"Sunday laws have elrlven hundredt

of men to the chsln gangs, and there
many have dled," he sald In tlm course
of hls sermon. "They worked on Sun¬
day, but thls dld not Indlente thnt they
had done any wrong. Thls subject in
recelvlng fittentlon throughout thi
Unlted States.

*'We find those In .favor of Sunday
laws and those oppnped to them. Op-
ponents and adyocates are found !n
leglslailve lialls. on the tienches ln o;ir

courts, anel among lawyers and luisl-
ness men. We say such laws are uu-
constlt'illoiiHl and uiie-hristtan, nnd thls
sheiws wliere we stand

ol Selflnb.
llght oUT ninlle

Mollve

.¦it may be t
selflshness, bul we s>udy from a stand-
polnt of princlple, and there nre manv
rensons why ee 6 can Bay Ihis. Oil.
Savlour lald down the relatlon of the
Christian to clvll governme-nt In the
words of our text."
The tnlnlster rend from the flrtt

nmepdment t.> the Constitlltlon. fCorr'
^r,-s» muat make no law r'-spectlng an
eatabllahmenl of rellglon." "\'.'e be*
ll.vi Sunday a" it (s to-dav ls a re.

llglous InatltUtlon," contlnued M r.

House. "nyd If Congress pas«eu a Sun¬

day Ihw It wlii have vlolated the Con-
atltuKon, and the prlncipies lald down
hy Chrlst

"Sunday law is ,-ontrary 1-. Ood and
government. Tl [

founded upon true rellglous prl.
In the eolonies there we-re many Sun¬
day laws. but the
ngaimt them untll t

established and fr'i

'..:.

granted.
sphere
r .. ital
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and tO
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n ciousneaa.
Whlch pa.
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iTins day
ICathollc Church. Then, as Prot
ism arose and Inoreaaed in i">'
dld not return to the .¦¦.. to
batli. Sunday lawa '>riKltiat<
the pagan Conatanttne, and ¦.

worthy of this country,
"When the Proloatanl church

in federatlon in Phlladi Iphla,
cembor, that body pm Itaolf on

as ln favor of Sunday laws. When we
see rcpresentativcs >,f S.iiii,,,Ci,.in euni-

munlcants trylng to Influencc the
state. we can see how powerful ls t:,.i

incentlve iu favor of Sunday IcgN-
lation. In tlie Phlladelphla conven¬

tion an amendmenl was offerod that
nothlng in tlie resolutlon ahould Inter-
fere wlth ihe lihertirs e,( those- who Ob-
serve tlu- seventh day; but il was de-
feated.

Xo ItellRlenis Liberty.
"So they ,iid not rrass anythlng to

grant rellglOUS liberty tr, any one else-.
Vou can see thnt wlth such powerful
Influences the day Is not far distant
when leglslatlon will lu> passed rc-

stricting the rellglous rights of all.
ln the history of lhe ge,vernincnt Only
once has Congress passed a Sunday
law until ln recent yeara, aml not un¬

tll Its last session did the Senate sam--

tion Its passage.
"Tliere is $1,000 iu Knnsas City 10

any man who flnds a text ln the Blbla
givlng authorlty for the obsorvahca
of the first day of the- week. This
offer is made hy Prlest Bnrlght. of
tho Cathollc Church. If any of you
caro to mako $1,000, now is your
chance.. The amount would come iu
well during these hnrel tlmes.

"1 trust we will all look with alarm
upon any step to unllo the church antl
state," he snld ln conclnslon, "1 trust
you will all heed the warnlng." Mr.
House will dlscuss each Sunday 3iight
somo problem before, tho world wbiph
Is dealt with ln the Bible.

GOING T0 INAUGURAL
Itlcliiiiiiiiil Milllla to Ue Vicll Krpro

se-iiti-il lu Wunhlnglun ou March 4.
Richmond Is to be well rapresentcd

tn tho Inaiigural parado ln Washiug-
lon on March I. ln addltlon to thn
Blues, it ls now practioally assured
that the Richmond eoinpnnies of tha
Flrst Regtment will make the trlp. Au
appeal ls being maele lo the citizens
nnd business men of the clty, and
they aro respondlng wlth n generosity
whlch Bhowa they take prldo in thelr
local nillltary. For somo time lt wan
doubtful, owlng to tlie axhorhitant,
price charged for quarters ln the na-
tton's capltal, that lhe reglment would
go. A eonimltteo wiis appolnte.d, how-
evei-, to soliclt ald. The eonimltteo
went to work wilh a will, and ls nioet-
lng wlth the most gratifying suce-ess.
A meetlng of the, oillee-rs' assoclatlon'

was held Krlelay night. tho nieist largu-
Iv attnndod nnd one of the. most en«
tiiuslastlc In Its history, at whlch tho
Washlngton trlp wns dlscusseel at
longth and detalls mlnutely consldered.
Tliere wlU ho a speclnl nieetliig of thn
assoclatlon to-nlght, when It Is ex«
pecteel the matter will be flnally de^
.e-.lih._u


